GLOSSARY OF THAI WORDS

Transcribed word Thai English meaning

aajaan or Ajaan anase teacher (with a degree), master; when used as a
title, it is commonly written in English as Ajaan

amndad SRR power, might

amphee #1ne district

amphee muang funaiflag municipal district

anuban ULTR kindergarten

aw may 101 b (Do you) want some?

Bdan Méo Vv pottery village in Mahasarakham

Bdan Sta uwde mat village in Mahasarakham

baap unl demerit, sin

baay sii suu khwan gy calling back the spirit (ceremony)

bay u bisexual

bay-kee Tung gay who can take either the king or queen role

boorisut g virginal, pure

bun un merit

Bun Bang Fay i lu rocket festival (held in NE Thailand)

Bun Bek Faa youdinvh Merit-making for opening the skies (festival)

bun khun R obligation (to parents)

Bun Phawéet YmEae Northeast festival honoring Vessantara

bua ngdy ia'le easily bored

chdat saasanda phrd 17 AU Wz EEE) Nation, Religion, and Monarchy

mahdakasat

chak waaw fnam "fly a kite"; masturbate (male)

chan su I, me (to inferior or intimate); to eat (for monks)

chiu sdaw fisa lover (of a married woman)

Daawwdding AR one of the heavens

damneen nay chiiwit

decha

deet

dichan
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to proceed in life

power, might, authority (divine)

date (from the English word)

I, me (female to equal or superior)

femme lesbian; from "lady"

raw, uncooked

against; "anti"

to court girls (as a group)

the red light district in Mahasarakham town

westerner



feen

hiia booraan
hiiamyang

Isan (iisaan)

Jjaykhéng

Jjayoon

jaw

jaw chuu

Jjiip

Jjuup béep duuddum
kaalatheesa

kam

kdasinsoot

Kalakeet

Kamphraa phiinéay
kan

katheey (also kratheey)
kee

keeree

kep dookmaay

kee

kengreeng

kha

khda naam nom
khaa sinseot
Khaay Hiaré
Khaw Phansda
kheen

khéng

Khon Kaen (khoon kéen)
khon thay

khéay

khrap

khruu

khun

khwaam jarcen
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spouse, boyfriend or girlfriend, fan
old-fashioned, old-style thinking
local lord (in old Isan)

another name for the northeast region of
Thailand

hard-hearted, unyielding

yielding, weak, easily influenced; lit. soft
hearted

lord (in Thai and Lao); also you/yours in Lao
womanizer

to flirt

kiss deeply

place and time

deeds, sin, misfortune, karma

brideprice (paid by groom to bride's parents)
name of a Prince in a Lao folktale

The Orphan and the Little Ghost, a Lao folktale
I, me (male intimate, otherwise derogatory)
male who identifies as a female and desires men
gay (i.e., man who desires men)

roguish, wayward, delinquent

masturbate (female); lit. "to gather flowers"

you, (male to intimate male, female to intimate
female); s/he, they (about inferiors or intimates)

physical strength

polite feminine particle ending

brideprice, lit. "price of mother's milk"
brideprice (in Isan)

Selling Laughs, a comic book

Start of Buddhist Lent

Isan wind instrument, made of several bamboo
pipes

hard, firm, stiff

a province near Mahasarakham

Thai people

(Lao) I/me/mine; servant

polite male particle ending

teacher

you (to equals or superiors); also a polite title

growth, progress



khwaam téong kaan thaang

phéet

khwan

khwanoon

kin

king amphce

kliiay hoom

kliiay naam waa
kumaan thoong
Kunsatrii

laamok

ldap dip

lén ph#an

létbian

longrak

[t

Luuk lisdan
mdahdasdardkhaam
mdtmii

matthayom toon plaay
matthayom toon ton
mée

mée bdan

mée chii

mée khaa

mée khongkhaa
mée naam chii

mée (ndam) khoong
mée (phra) thoranii
mia

mia liiang

mia négy

Mia ting phré jon
mii feen riu yang
mii phéetsamphan
mowolam

moo lam sing

muu bdan

muang
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sexual desires

vital essence, protective spirit

lit. soft-souled; easily frightened

to eat (informal)

subdistrict

variety of banana

variety of banana

a personal ghost; lit. "golden boy"

lady (a girl/woman of good birth)

lewd, obscene, pornographic

raw, minced meat mixed with spices
euphemism for female-female sex play
lesbian, from English

to be passionately in love, crazy over (someone)
you (Chinese, intimate man)

Child of the Northeast, a novel
Mahasarakham

ikat weaving

senior high school (3 years)

junior high school (3 years)

mother

lit. "house mother," housewife, homemaker
Buddhist nun

shopkeeper (female)

goddess of water

Chi River

Mekong River

Earth goddess/spirit

wife in Isan; wife, colloquial, in Central Thai
major wife

minor wife

"My wife ran away because I'm poor."

Do you have a feen (significant other) yet?
have sexual relations/have a sexual relationship
expert Isan singer; Isan folk music

style of Isan folk music sung by one singer
village

municipality; city



naa

nda rak
nak leeng
nang boo
nat phop
nipphaan
niat paak

niiu

néong

otthon

ook phansda

pda

paap

pay thiaw phiiuying

pay thiaw soopheenii
pen feen kan

pen phii noong kan
phda khit

phdak tawanéok chiang
niia

phdasin

Phadaeng Nang Ai

phanrayaa
phatthanaakaan
phéet

phéetchaay
phéetsamphan
phéetying | phéetying
phii

phii bdan

phii jawthii

phii liang

Dphii rean

phit phii
phitpraweenii
phit thammachaat
phom
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mother's younger sibling

lovely, adorable

rogue, rascal

movie with nudity (usually sex); blue movie
schedule a meeting

Nirvana

lip cream

mouse; I; s/he (used by or about female inferiors or
small children); "little one"

younger sibling

have patience, endure
end of the Buddhist lent
parent's elder sister

sin, demerit

lit. go travel about for women; euphemism for
going to a prostitute

go to a prostitute

to be sweethearts/lovers

to be siblings

a kind of supplementary weaving technique

the northeast (administrative) region

woman's sarong-like skirt

Isan folktale recited during the Rocket
(rainmaking) Festival

wife

progress, development

sex; kind; gender (in grammar)
male (person)

sexual relationship/ sexual relations
female (person) Thai/Isan
older sibling

household spirits

village spirits

trainer (in beauty contest)
household spirits

offend the spirits

(commit) adultery

unnatural, against nature

I (masculine, polite)



phéo

phéo bdaan
Phra In

phra thudong
phiia
phiiuchaay thée

phiiu-mée

phiiu yay bdan
phiuying ja dii phré mii
phiia

phiiuying praphéetsgong
phituying rdan
phuuying si dii ydon mii
phiia

phiiuying thée

ph#an chaay

ph#an kin

ph#an sanit

ph#an taay

ph#an thée

ph#an ying

Phyaa Théen

plaa déek

prathom

rak diaw jay diaw

ray

riapréoy

riiam phéet

riam phéet thaang
thawaan nak
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sakdinaa
saksit
samdy may

sanee

wa

C e
WAL
WITAUNS
NTLAIA
2]

o B
NMYITLILLV\

s
LN

.
vy

N = o
WUTINAERILNGIEHNT

¥ a
NIV ERER

e e
WULN
Liaui

P a
Wilaunn

i
Laue

r .
Lilaun
[SIRSEE
WO
Uaumn
Usznn

e 4 o
st aufien
s

P
Latusal

FIN LR

FAINWAN 1IN IITUN

LLEFIaan

FANFLT
La L
FANRANNT
EhENY

LR 1hYA

314

father
lit. "house father," head of household
Lord Indra (central Thai)

wandering, ascetic monks

husband (Isan); husband, colloquial (Central Thai)

real man

traditional Lao term for a transgendered person;
male-female

village head

"A woman is worthy only when she has a
husband." (Thai proverb)

"second kind of woman"; refers to katheey
a promiscuous woman

"A woman is worthy only when she has a
husband." (Isan proverb)

real woman

lit. "boy friend"; may be understood boyfriend
casual friends

close friend

friend to the death

true friend

lit. "girl friend"; may be understood girlfriend
Isan name for Lord Indra

preserved, fermented fish (an Isan staple food)
primary school

love one, one heart; monogamy

land unit; equal to .4 acre

together, in order (suggests politeness and
appropriateness)

lit. to mix sexes; to have sex

to have anal sex

charms made of rolled gold or silver
husband

lit. to show outward; to reveal oneself publicly as
kee or lesbian

lit. (rice) field rank
sacred; (amoral) magical or holy power
present, modern(ity)

potions, charms



sangha ()
sanuk
Satriisdan

sawaey

sék

stinakharinwiréot

siin hda

sombuun

somsoon
Songkraan
soopheenii
séong

soongtéew

suay
suk
takréow
tambon
tek

thaan

thamthéeng phiéia khray

than samay
théeng

thiaw

thiaw philuying
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assembly of monks

fun

a popular women's magazine (ladies' journal)
to eat (royal)

sex (from English)

Srinakharinwirot (University)

five Buddhist precepts

fully supplied, replete, complete; healthy, perfect;
abundant, rich, fertile

promiscuous (man or woman)

Thai New Year

prostitute (normally of the “direct” type)
slang for brothel

a pickup truck taxi which has two rows of seats in
the bed

pretty, beautiful

ripe, cooked, mature

Thai sport played with a woven wicker ball
subdistrict

discoteque

to eat (polite)

Abort for who?

up-to-date, modern

to abort, miscarry

to go about, to wander around, trip
slang for visiting prostitutes

you; s’he (woman to woman, man to wife, to small
children)

masculine woman; lesbian who adopts masculine
roles (from "tomboy")

female (nonhuman)

male (nonhuman)

I (Chinese, Thai speaking to intimate)

salute with hands together, raised towards face
pay respect to one's teacher(s)

maternal grandmother

to copulate (obscene); "to fuck”

living together

living like married; married



