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GLOSSARY OF THAI WORDS

Transcribed word Thai English meaning

aajaan or Ajaan vk0kipN teacher (with a degree), master; when used as a
title, it is commonly written in English as Ajaan

amnâad vYkok0 power, might

amphœ vYkg4v district

amphœ muang vYkg4vg,nv' municipal district

ànúban vo6[k] kindergarten

aw máy gvkws, (Do you) want some?

Bâan Mø̂ø [khos,hv pottery village in Mahasarakham

Bâan Sùa [khoglnjv mat village in Mahasarakham

bàap [kx demerit, sin

baay sĭi sùu khwăn [kpLiuYYYYYYl^j-;yP calling back the spirit (ceremony)

bay .[ bisexual

bay-kee .[gdpN gay who can take either the king or queen role

bøørísùt [ibl6mTbN virginal, pure

bun [6P merit

Bun Bâng Fay [6I[yh'wa rocket festival (held in NE Thailand)

Bun Bœ `k Fáa [6Ig[bdahk Merit-making for opening the skies (festival)

bun khun [6P86I obligation (to parents)

Bun Phawèet [6Prtgs;f Northeast festival honoring Vessantara

buà ngây g[njvw'j easily bored

châat saasanăa phrá
mahăakasàt

=k9b Lklok rit,skdKy9ibpN Nation, Religion, and Monarchy

chák wâaw =yd;jk; "fly a kite"; masturbate (male)

chăn Cyo I, me (to inferior or intimate); to eat (for monks)

chûu săaw -^ylk; lover (of a married woman)

Daawwáding fk;fb'KN one of the heavens

damnœn nay chiiwít fYkgobo.o=u;b9 to proceed in life

decha gf= power, might, authority (divine)

dèet gfm date (from the English word)

dìchăn fbCyo I, me (female to equal or superior)

dîi fuh femme lesbian; from "lady"

dìp fb[ raw, uncooked

eentîi ggvo9uh against; "anti"

èew săaw ggvj;lk;, to court girls (as a group)

Fàng Thong /jk'T' the red light district in Mahasarakham town

faràng /iyj' westerner
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feen ggao spouse, boyfriend or girlfriend, fan

hŭa booraan sy;F[ikI old-fashioned, old-style thinking

hŭamuang sykg,nv' local lord (in old Isan)

Isan (iisăan) vulki another name for the northeast region of
Thailand

jaykhĕng .0gg-H' hard-hearted, unyielding

jayø̀øn .0vjvo yielding, weak, easily influenced; lit. soft
hearted

jâw g0hk lord (in Thai and Lao); also you/yours in Lao

jâw chúu g0hk=^ womanizer

jìip 0u[ to flirt

jùup bèep dùuddùum 0^[gg[[f^ffnj, kiss deeply

kaalátheesà dk]gmLt place and time

kam dii, deeds, sin, misfortune, karma

kâasĭnsø̀øt 8jklbolvf brideprice (paid by groom to bride's parents)

Kalakèet d]gdf name of a Prince in a Lao folktale

Kamphráa phĭinǿøy dkYrikhzuovhp The Orphan and the Little Ghost, a Lao folktale

kan dyo I, me (male intimate, otherwise derogatory)

kàthœy (also kràthœy) dtgmp (also ditgmp) male who identifies as a female and desires men

kee gdpN gay (i.e., man who desires men)

keeree gdgi roguish, wayward, delinquent

kèp dø̀økmáay gdH[fvdw,h masturbate (female); lit. "to gather flowers"

kee cd you, (male to intimate male, female to intimate
female); s/he, they (about inferiors or intimates)

kengreeng c-H'ci' physical strength

kha 8jt polite feminine particle ending

khâa náam nom 8kjoYhko, brideprice, lit. "price of mother's milk"

khâa sĭnsø̀øt 8kjlbolvf brideprice (in Isan)

Khăay Hŭarǿ Selling Laughs, a comic book

Khâw Phansăa g-hkriiKk Start of Buddhist Lent

kheen gg8o Isan wind instrument, made of several bamboo
pipes

khĕng c-H' hard, firm, stiff

Khon Kaen (khø̆øn kèen) -voggdjo a province near Mahasarakham

khon thay 8owmp Thai people

khø̂øy -hvp (Lao) I/me/mine; servant

khráp 8iy[ polite male particle ending

khruu 8i^ teacher

khun 86I you (to equals or superiors); also a polite title

khwaam jarœn 8;k,g0ibP growth, progress
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khwaam tø̂øng kaan thaang
phêet

8;k,9vh'dkimk'grL sexual desires

khwăn -;yP vital essence, protective spirit

khwănø̀øn -;yPvjvo lit. soft-souled; easily frightened

kin dbo to eat (informal)

kìng amphœ dbj'vYkg4v subdistrict

klûay hø̆øm d]h;psv, variety of banana

klûay náam wáa d]h;poYhk;hk variety of banana

kumaan thøøng d6,kimv' a personal ghost; lit. "golden boy"

Kunsàtrii d6]l9iu lady (a girl/woman of good birth)

laamók ]k,d lewd, obscene, pornographic

lâap dìp ]k[fb[ raw, minced meat mixed with spices

lên phûan g]Hjogrnjvo euphemism for female-female sex play

létbian g]Hlg[upo lesbian, from English

lŏngrák s]'iyd to be passionately in love, crazy over (someone)

lúu ]nhv you (Chinese, intimate man)
Lûuk Iisăan ]^dvulko Child of the Northeast, a novel

máhăasăarákhaam ,sklki8k, Mahasarakham

mátmìi ,yfs,uj ikat weaving

mátthayom tøøn plaay ,yTp,9vox]kp senior high school (3 years)

mátthayom tøøn tôn ,yTp,9vo9ho junior high school (3 years)

mêe gg,j mother

mêe bâan gg,j[hko lit. "house mother," housewife, homemaker

mêe chii gg,j=7 Buddhist nun

mêe khaa gg,j8hk shopkeeper (female)

mêe khongkhaa gg,j8'8k goddess of water

mêe náam chii gg,joYhk=u Chi River

mêe (náam) khŏong gg,joYhkF-' Mekong River

mêe  (phrá) thoranii c,j ZritX TiIu Earth goddess/spirit

mia g,up wife in Isan;  wife, colloquial, in Central Thai

mia lŭang g,ups];' major wife

mia nǿøy g,upovhp minor wife

Mia tíng phrǿ jon g,pmbh'grikt0o "My wife ran away because I'm poor."

mii feen rŭu yang ,uggaosinvpy' Do you have a feen (significant other) yet?

mii phêetsămphan ,ugrLly,ryoTN have sexual relations/have a sexual relationship

mø̆ølam s,v]Yk expert Isan singer; Isan folk music

mø̆ø lam sîng s,v]Yk:bj' style of Isan folk music sung by one singer

mùu bâan s,^j[kyo village

muang g,nv' municipality; city
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náa ohk mother's younger sibling

nâa rák ojkiyd lovely, adorable

nák leeng oydg]' rogue, rascal
năng bóo soy'FxU movie with nudity (usually sex); blue movie

nát phóp oyfr[ schedule a meeting

nípphaan ourrko Nirvana
nûat pàak o;fxkd lip cream
nŭu so^ mouse; I; s/he (used by or about female inferiors or

small children); "little one"

nǿøng ohv' younger sibling

òtthon vfmo have patience, endure

ø̀øk phansăa vvdriiKk end of the Buddhist lent

pâa xhk parent's elder sister

pàap xk[ sin, demerit

pay thîaw phûuyĭng wxgmujp;z^hsPb' lit. go travel about for women; euphemism for
going to a prostitute

pay thîaw sŏopheenii wxgmujp;Flg4Iu go to a prostitute

pen feen kan gxHoggaodyo to be sweethearts/lovers

pen phîi nǿøng kan gxHorujohv'dyo to be siblings

phâa khìt zkh-bf a kind of supplementary weaving technique

phâak tawanø̀øk chĭang
nŭa

4kd9t;yovvdgCup'gsonv the northeast (administrative) region

phâasîn zkh:bjo woman's sarong-like skirt
Phadaeng Nang Ai rkcf'ok'wv Isan folktale recited during the Rocket

(rainmaking) Festival

phanrayaa 4iipk wife

phátthanaakaan ry<okdki progress, development

phêet grL sex; kind; gender (in grammar)

phêetchaay grL=kp male (person)

phêetsămphan grLly,ryoTN sexual relationship/ sexual relations

phêetyĭng / phêetying grLsPb' / grLPb' female (person) Thai/Isan

phîi ruj older sibling

phĭi bâan zu[kho household spirits

phĭi jâwthîi zug0hkmuj village spirits

phîi líang rjug]uhp' trainer (in beauty contest)

phĭi ruan zuginvo household spirits

phìt phĭi zbfzu offend the spirits

phìtpràweenii zbfxitg;Iu (commit) adultery

phìt thammachâat zbfTii,=k9b unnatural, against nature

phŏm z, I (masculine, polite)
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phø̂ø rjv father

phø̂ø bâan rjv[hko lit. "house father," head of household

Phrá In ritvbomi Lord Indra (central Thai)

phrá thudong ritT6f'8N wandering, ascetic monks

phŭa zy; husband (Isan); husband, colloquial (Central Thai)

phûuchaay thée z^U=kpggmh real man

phûu-mêe z^hgg,j traditional Lao term for a transgendered person;
male-female

phûu yày bâan z^h.sPj village head

phûuyĭng jà dii phrǿ mii
phŭa

z^hsPb'0tfugrikt,uzyk "A woman is worthy only when she has a
husband." (Thai proverb)

phûuyĭng pràphêetsø̆øng z^hsPb'xitg4mlv'; "second kind of woman"; refers to kàthœy

phûuyĭng râan z^hsPb'ijko a promiscuous woman

phùuying sì dii yø̂øn mii
phŭa

z^jPb'lbfuPjvo,uzyk "A woman is worthy only when she has a
husband." (Isan proverb)

phûuyĭng thée z^hsPb'ggmh real woman

phûan chaay grnjvo=kp lit. "boy friend"; may be understood boyfriend

phûan kin grnjvodbo casual friends

phûan sanìt lobm close friend

phûan taay grnjvo9kp friend to the death

phûan thée grnjvoggmh true friend

phûan yĭng grnjvosPb' lit. "girl friend"; may be understood girlfriend

Phyaa Thĕen rPkc5o Isan name for Lord Indra

plaa dèek x]kggfd preserved, fermented fish (an Isan staple food)

prathŏm xit5, primary school

rák diaw jay diaw iydgfup;.0gfup; love one, one heart; monogamy

rây wij land unit; equal to .4 acre

rîaprǿøy gip[ihvp together, in order (suggests politeness and
appropriateness)

rûam phêet i;, grL lit. to mix sexes; to have sex

rûam phêet thaang
thawaan nàk

ij;,grLmk'm;kisoyd to have anal sex

săalikaa lk]bdk charms made of rolled gold or silver

săamii lk,u husband

sadeeng ø̀øk gglf'vvd lit. to show outward; to reveal oneself publicly as
kee or lesbian

sàkdinaa Lydfbok lit. (rice) field rank

sàksìt LydfbNlbmTbN sacred; (amoral) magical or holy power

samăy mày l,yp.s, present, modern(ity)

sanèe glojsN potions, charms
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sangha ( ) assembly of monks

sanùk lo6d fun

Sàtriisăan l9iulki a popular women's magazine (ladies' journal)

sawœ̆y gl;p to eat (royal)

sék g:Hd:N sex (from English)

sĭinakharinwírôot Z,sk;bmpk]ypX Liuo8ibomi;bFi< Srinakharinwirot (University)

sĭin hâa Lu]shk five Buddhist precepts

sŏmbuun l,[^iIN fully supplied, replete, complete; healthy, perfect;
abundant, rich, fertile

sŏmsŏon l,lvo promiscuous (man or woman)

Sŏngkraan l'diko9 Thai New Year

sŏopheenii Flg4Iu prostitute (normally of the “direct” type)

sø̂øng :jv' slang for brothel

sø̆øngtĕew lv'gg5; a pickup truck taxi which has two rows of seats in
the bed

sŭay l;p pretty, beautiful

sùk l6d ripe, cooked, mature

tàkrø̂øw 9tdihv Thai sport played with a woven wicker ball

tambon 9Yk[] subdistrict

ték gmH8 discoteque

thaan mko to eat (polite)

thamthéeng phûa khray mYkggmh'grnjv.8i Abort for who?

than samăy myol,yp up-to-date, modern

théeng ggmh' to abort, miscarry

thîaw gmujp; to go about, to wander around, trip

thîaw phûuyĭng gmujp;z^hsPb' slang for visiting prostitutes

thœ gTv you; s/he (woman to woman, man to wife, to small
children)

thøøm mv, masculine woman; lesbian who adopts masculine
roles (from "tomboy")

tuamia 9y;g,up female (nonhuman)

tuaphûu 9y;z^h male (nonhuman)

úa vyU; I (Chinese, Thai speaking to intimate)

wâay ws;h salute with hands together, raised towards face

wâay khruu ws;8i pay respect to one's teacher(s)

yaay pkp maternal grandmother

yét gpHf to copulate (obscene); "to fuck"

yùu dûay kan vp^jfh;pdyo living together

yùu kin kan vp^jdbodyo living like married; married


